
CNA Practice Questions and All 22 Skills for
Certification Success
Becoming a Certified Nursing Assistant (CNA) requires rigorous
preparation and a deep understanding of the essential skills required for
patient care. This comprehensive guide provides you with an extensive
collection of CNA practice questions and an in-depth exploration of the 22
core skills you need to master for successful certification.
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CNA Practice Questions

1. Patient care:

How to assist patients with personal hygiene

How to measure and record vital signs
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How to provide comfort and support to patients

2. Nutrition:

How to assist patients with feeding

How to monitor patients' nutritional intake

How to prepare and serve meals

3. Comfort and safety:

How to promote patient comfort

How to prevent and treat pressure sores

How to ensure patient safety

4. Documentation:

How to accurately record patient information

How to use patient charts effectively

How to maintain patient confidentiality

5. Communication:

How to communicate effectively with patients

How to communicate with other healthcare professionals

How to resolve conflicts and concerns

22 Essential CNA Skills

1. Patient Hygiene and Bathing



Assisting patients with personal hygiene is a crucial component of CNA
care. You will need to learn how to bathe patients, brush their teeth, and
provide other hygiene assistance with respect and compassion.

2. Measuring and Recording Vital Signs

Accurately measuring and recording vital signs such as blood pressure,
pulse, respiration, and temperature is essential for monitoring a patient's
health. Practice using a stethoscope and sphygmomanometer to ensure
proficiency in this skill.

3. Feeding and Nutrition

Assisting patients with feeding involves providing nutritious meals,
monitoring intake, and ensuring proper hydration. You will learn how to
assess patients' dietary needs, prepare and serve meals, and assist with
tube feedings if necessary.

4. Positioning and Comfort

Promoting patient comfort and preventing pressure sores requires proper
positioning techniques. Practice using pillows and other devices to support
patients, maintain proper alignment, and prevent skin breakdown.

5. Mobility and Transfers

Assisting patients with mobility involves helping them move from one place
to another safely and comfortably. Practice using assistive devices such as
wheelchairs, walkers, and transfer belts to ensure proper patient handling.

6. Elimination and Catheter Care



Assisting patients with elimination needs involves providing privacy,
assisting with toileting, and managing catheters if necessary. Practice
proper infection control techniques and maintain a clean and hygienic
environment for patients.

7. Wound Care and Dressings

Assisting with wound care involves assessing, cleaning, and dressing
wounds under the supervision of a healthcare professional. Practice using
sterile techniques, proper bandaging, and monitoring wound healing.

8. Medication Administration

Understanding the basics of medication administration is essential for
CNAs. Practice calculating dosages, administering medications, and
monitoring patient responses under the supervision of a nurse or physician.

9. Emergency Procedures

CNAs must be prepared to respond to emergencies. Practice recognizing
signs of distress, calling for help, and assisting with basic life support
procedures, such as CPR and the use of an automated external defibrillator
(AED).

10. Vital Signs Monitoring

Regularly monitoring patients' vital signs is crucial for early detection of
changes in their condition. Practice using monitoring equipment, recording
data, and reporting any abnormalities to a healthcare professional.

11. Patient Assessment



Assessing patients involves observing their physical, emotional, and
cognitive status. Practice gathering information about their symptoms, past
medical history, and current medications to assist in providing appropriate
care.

12. Environmental Control and Safety

Maintaining a safe and comfortable environment for patients is essential.
Practice creating a safe and clean space, managing equipment, and
ensuring patient safety during transfers and other procedures.

13. Infection Control

Understanding infection control principles is crucial for CNAs. Practice
proper hand hygiene, use of personal protective equipment, and cleaning
and disinfection techniques to prevent the spread of infection.

14. Communication and Documentation

Effective communication and documentation are essential for patient care.
Practice documenting observations, changes in patient condition, and care
provided. Communicate effectively with patients, family members, and
healthcare professionals to ensure accurate information exchange and
coordination of care.

15. Patient Rights and Responsibilities

CNAs must respect and uphold patients' rights. Practice respecting patient
confidentiality, informed consent, and end-of-life care preferences. Ensure
patients' rights are protected and their dignity is maintained.

16. Legal and Ethical Considerations



Understanding legal and ethical considerations in patient care is essential.
Practice adhering to legal regulations, ethical guidelines, and organizational
policies to ensure ethical and respectful care for patients.

17. Cultural Sensitivity and Diversity

Respecting cultural diversity is crucial in providing patient care. Practice
understanding different cultural backgrounds, beliefs, and customs to
ensure culturally sensitive and equitable care for all patients.

18. Grief and Loss

Assisting patients and families during grief and loss requires empathy and
compassion. Practice providing emotional support, listening actively, and
referring patients to appropriate resources for bereavement support.

19. Personal Care and Self-Management

CNAs must prioritize their own well-being to provide effective patient care.
Practice stress management techniques, healthy eating habits, and regular
exercise. Maintain a professional appearance and demeanor to create a
positive and respectful work environment.

20. Dementia Care

Providing care for patients with dementia requires specialized knowledge
and skills. Practice recognizing and understanding the symptoms of
dementia, creating a safe and supportive environment, and communicating
effectively with these patients.

21. Parkinson's Disease Care



Understanding the specific needs of patients with Parkinson's disease is
essential. Practice implementing individualized care plans, managing
medications, and assisting with exercises and activities to improve patients'
quality of life.

22. Terminal Care

Assisting patients and families during end-of-life care requires compassion
and sensitivity. Practice providing physical comfort, emotional support, and
spiritual assistance to patients and their loved ones during this challenging
time.

Preparing for your CNA certification requires a comprehensive
understanding of practice questions and essential skills. By mastering the
22 core skills outlined in this guide and practicing with our extensive
collection of practice questions, you can increase your confidence and
prepare yourself for success in the certification exam. Remember,
becoming a Certified Nursing Assistant is not just a job; it's a calling to
provide compassionate and competent care to those in need.
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