
Creating a Home Where Both Sides of
Jerusalem Collide: A Journey of
Reconciliation and Harmony
In the heart of Jerusalem, a city steeped in history and conflict, a
remarkable home stands as a beacon of hope and reconciliation. It is a
place where Israelis and Palestinians live side by side, bridging the divide
between two worlds that have long been at odds.

This extraordinary abode is the brainchild of Dr. Orly Katz, an Israeli peace
activist who has dedicated her life to fostering coexistence between Israelis
and Palestinians. In 2005, she purchased an old Arab house in the
predominantly Palestinian neighborhood of Beit Safafa, just outside the Old
City walls. Her vision was to create a shared space where people from both
sides of the conflict could live and interact in harmony.
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The idea was met with skepticism and resistance from both Israelis and
Palestinians. Many Israelis feared that living in a Palestinian neighborhood
would be dangerous, while many Palestinians resented the presence of
Israelis in their midst. However, Dr. Katz was undeterred. She believed that
by bringing people together in a shared space, she could create a
microcosm of peace in the midst of conflict.

Dr. Katz embarked on a grassroots campaign to gain support for her
project. She organized meetings with local residents, community leaders,
and religious leaders. She also reached out to international peace
organizations for funding and support. Slowly but surely, she began to win
people over.

In 2007, Dr. Katz's dream became a reality when the home officially opened
its doors. The house is divided into two separate living spaces, one for
Israelis and one for Palestinians. However, the two sides share a common
kitchen, living room, and garden. This shared space provides a neutral
ground where people from both sides can meet, talk, and get to know each
other.

The home has not been without its challenges. There have been
occasional tensions between the residents, and there have been times
when the security situation in Jerusalem has made it difficult for people to
feel safe. However, through it all, Dr. Katz has remained committed to her
vision of coexistence.

Over the years, the home has had a profound impact on its residents and
the surrounding community. The residents have developed close
friendships with each other, and they have learned to appreciate and



respect each other's cultures. The home has also become a hub for
peacebuilding activities, such as dialogue groups, workshops, and cultural
events.

The home is a living example of the power of reconciliation. It shows that it
is possible for people from different backgrounds and different sides of a
conflict to live together in peace and harmony. The home is a beacon of
hope for a better future, a future where Israelis and Palestinians can live
together in peace and dignity.

Here are some of the key challenges and triumphs that the residents of the
home have faced:

Challenges:

Security concerns: The home is located in a predominantly
Palestinian neighborhood, and there have been occasional security
incidents in the area. This has made some of the Israeli residents
feel unsafe.

Cultural differences: Israelis and Palestinians have very different
cultures, and this can lead to misunderstandings and tensions.

Political tensions: The Israeli-Palestinian conflict is a complex
and emotional issue, and it can be difficult for people from both
sides to put their differences aside.

Triumphs:

Building relationships: Despite the challenges, the residents of
the home have developed close friendships with each other. They
have learned to appreciate and respect each other's cultures.



Peacebuilding activities: The home has become a hub for
peacebuilding activities, such as dialogue groups, workshops, and
cultural events. These activities have helped to build trust and
understanding between Israelis and Palestinians.

Changing perceptions: The home has helped to change
perceptions about Israelis and Palestinians. It has shown that it is
possible for people from different backgrounds and different sides
of a conflict to live together in peace and harmony.

The home in Beit Safafa is a testament to the power of hope and
reconciliation. It is a place where Israelis and Palestinians are learning to
live together in peace, one step at a time. The home is a beacon of hope
for a better future, a future where Israelis and Palestinians can live together
in peace and dignity.

Here are some additional reflections on the home and its significance:

The home is a reminder that Israelis and Palestinians are not so
different after all. They share the same basic needs and desires: a
safe place to live, a good education for their children, and a better
future for themselves and their families.

The home is a symbol of hope for a better future. It shows that it is
possible for Israelis and Palestinians to live together in peace and
harmony.

The home is a challenge to the status quo. It shows that there is
another way to live, a way that is based on cooperation and
understanding rather than conflict and violence.



The home in Beit Safafa is a place where hope and reconciliation are alive
and well. It is a place where Israelis and Palestinians are learning to live
together in peace, one step at a time. The home is a beacon of hope for a
better future, a future where Israelis and Palestinians can live together in
peace and dignity.
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