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Writing a graduate thesis or project is a major undertaking. It is a chance to
demonstrate your research skills, your ability to think critically, and your
writing ability. It is also a chance to make a significant contribution to your
field of study.

This guide will provide you with a step-by-step approach to developing a
successful graduate thesis or project in the humanities. It will cover
everything from researching your topic to writing and defending your thesis.

Step 1: Choosing a Topic

The first step in developing a graduate thesis or project is to choose a
topic. This can be a daunting task, but it is important to take your time and
choose a topic that you are passionate about.
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Here are a few tips for choosing a topic:

Start by brainstorming. What are you interested in? What do you
want to learn more about? Once you have a few ideas, you can start to
narrow them down.

Do some research. See what has already been written on your topic.
This will help you to identify areas that have not been explored in
depth.

Talk to your advisor. Your advisor can provide you with guidance and
support as you choose a topic.

Step 2: Conducting Research

Once you have chosen a topic, you need to conduct research. This
involves gathering information from a variety of sources, including books,
articles, websites, and interviews.

Here are a few tips for conducting research:

Start by developing a research question. This will help you to focus
your research and identify the information that you need to find.

Use a variety of sources. Don't rely on just one or two sources. The
more sources you use, the more well-rounded your research will be.

Evaluate your sources. Not all sources are created equal. Make sure
that you are using credible sources that are relevant to your research
question.

Step 3: Writing Your Thesis or Project



Once you have conducted your research, you need to start writing your
thesis or project. This is a major undertaking, but it is important to break it
down into smaller steps.

Here are a few tips for writing your thesis or project:

Start by outlining your thesis or project. This will help you to
organize your thoughts and ideas.

Write in a clear and concise style. Your thesis or project should be
easy to read and understand.

Use evidence to support your claims. This will help to make your
thesis or project more persuasive.

Proofread your work carefully before submitting it. Make sure that
there are no errors in grammar, spelling, or punctuation.

Step 4: Defending Your Thesis or Project

Once you have written your thesis or project, you need to defend it. This
involves giving a presentation to a committee of faculty members. The
committee will ask you questions about your research and your thesis or
project.

Here are a few tips for defending your thesis or project:

Practice your presentation in advance. This will help you to feel
more confident on the day of your defense.

Be prepared to answer questions. The committee will ask you
questions about your research and your thesis or project. Be prepared
to answer these questions clearly and concisely.



Be respectful of the committee. The committee is there to help you,
not to judge you. Be respectful of their time and their opinions.

Writing a graduate thesis or project is a major undertaking. However, it is
also a rewarding experience. By following the steps outlined in this guide,
you can increase your chances of success.

Good luck!
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