
Exploring the Lost Ski Areas of Colorado's
Central and Southern Mountains: A Journey
through History and Adventure
Nestled amidst the towering peaks and pristine valleys of Colorado's
Central and Southern Mountains lies a hidden world of lost ski areas,
echoes of a vibrant past that has faded into obscurity. These abandoned
resorts, once bustling with skiers and snowboarders, now stand as silent
monuments to a bygone era.

Forgotten Gems of the Front Range

Loveland Basin (1937-1990)
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Located just west of Denver, Loveland Basin was one of the first ski areas
established in Colorado. Opened in 1937 under the name "Arapahoe
Basin," it quickly gained popularity for its scenic views and challenging
terrain. However, a series of financial setbacks and ownership changes led
to its closure in 1990.

Monarch Hill (1944-1980)

Perched on a ridge overlooking the town of Nederland, Monarch Hill was a
popular destination for skiers and families seeking a relaxed atmosphere.
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Its gentle slopes, ideal for beginners and intermediates, made it a popular
choice for lessons and recreational skiing. However, the resort faced
financial difficulties in the late 1970s and eventually closed in 1980.

Lost Resorts of the Southern Rockies

Crested Butte Mountain Resort (1963-1965)

Before becoming the renowned ski destination it is today, Crested Butte
was home to a short-lived resort that operated from 1963 to 1965. Located
on a different mountain than the current resort, the original Crested Butte
Mountain Resort struggled financially and was forced to close after just
three seasons.

Monarch Pass (1960-1973)
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Situated high in the mountains between Salida and Gunnison, Monarch
Pass was a beloved ski area known for its deep powder and stunning views
of the Collegiate Peaks. However, harsh weather conditions and financial
difficulties proved insurmountable, leading to the resort's closure in 1973.

Exploring the Lost Ski Areas

While these lost ski areas may no longer operate, their legacy lives on in
the memories of those who experienced them and in the stories that are
passed down through generations. Some of the abandoned lodges and
slopes have been repurposed for other recreational activities, such as
snowshoeing, cross-country skiing, and backcountry skiing.

For those seeking an off-the-beaten-path adventure, exploring the lost ski
areas of Colorado's Central and Southern Mountains offers a unique
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opportunity to connect with the history and heritage of winter sports in the
state. Hikers and skiers can follow old ski trails, marvel at the remnants of
abandoned lifts, and soak in the solitude and beauty of these forgotten
landscapes.

The lost ski areas of Colorado's Central and Southern Mountains serve as
a reminder of the ephemeral nature of human endeavors and the enduring
allure of the mountains. Their stories offer a glimpse into a bygone era,
while their abandoned slopes and structures provide a poignant backdrop
for reflection and exploration. Whether you're an avid skier, a history buff,
or simply someone who appreciates the beauty of the outdoors, these lost
ski areas offer a fascinating and unforgettable adventure.
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