Lesson Plans for Roll of Thunder, Hear My
Cry: Uncovering the Power of Social Justice
in Literature

Mildred D. Taylor's award-winning novel "Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry" is a
powerful and timeless story that explores the complexities of racism and
social injustice in the American South during the 1930s. Through the eyes
of Cassie Logan, a young African American girl, readers witness the harsh
realities of Jim Crow laws, the resilience of the black community, and the
importance of fighting for justice.
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This comprehensive article provides lesson plans for teachers who wish to
incorporate "Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry" into their curriculum. These
lessons are designed to engage students in critical thinking, foster
empathy, and encourage activism against social injustice.

Lesson 1: Setting the Stage
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Objective: Students will explore the historical and social context of the

novel.
Activities:

= Historical Background: Discuss the Jim Crow era, segregation, and
the Civil Rights Movement. Provide historical context for the novel's
setting in Mississippi in the 1930s.

= Character : Introduce the Logan family and discuss their relationships
to each other and to the community.

= Vocabulary Building: Define key vocabulary related to racism,

segregation, and social justice.

Lesson 2: The Power of Resistance

Objective: Students will analyze the different forms of resistance used by
the Logan family and the black community.

Activities:
= Nonviolent Resistance: Discuss the Logan family's decision to

boycott the Wallace store and the consequences of their actions.

= Armed Resistance: Analyze the role of T.J. Avery and his involvement
in the local chapter of the NAACP.

=  Community Unity: Explore the ways in which the black community
supports and protects each other.

Lesson 3: The Impact of Racism



Objective: Students will examine the psychological and emotional effects
of racism on the Logan family and the black community.

Activities:

= Personal Narratives: Ask students to write personal narratives from
the perspectives of different characters, exploring their experiences
with racism.

= Class Discussion: Discuss the psychological effects of racism, such
as self-doubt, anger, and fear.

= Historical Analysis: Examine real-life examples of racism and its
impact on individuals and communities.
Lesson 4: The Importance of Education

Objective: Students will explore the role of education in the fight against
social injustice.

Activities:
= Literacy as Resistance: Discuss the significance of reading and

writing in the Logan family's struggle for equality.

= The Power of Knowledge: Analyze the ways in which education
empowers the Logan children and the black community.

= Access to Education: Examine the historical and present-day barriers
to education for marginalized communities.

Lesson 5: Taking Action



Objective: Students will explore ways in which they can take action against
racism and social injustice.

Activities:

=  Community Involvement: Discuss local organizations and initiatives
that are working to combat racism and promote social justice.

= Social Media Advocacy: Engage students in using social media
platforms to raise awareness about social justice issues.

= Personal Reflections: Ask students to reflect on their own
experiences with racism and identify ways in which they can use their
voices to make a difference.

"Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry" is a powerful and transformative novel that
provides a valuable opportunity for students to explore the complexities of
social justice. Through these lesson plans, educators can empower
students with the knowledge, empathy, and activism necessary to
challenge racism and create a more just and equitable world.

By incorporating these lessons into their curriculum, teachers can foster a
deep understanding of the novel's themes, develop critical thinking skills,
and instill a commitment to social justice in their students.
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