
Performance-Based Questions (PBQs): A
Comprehensive Study Guide for Complete
Coverage
Performance-Based Questions (PBQs) are a type of assessment that
requires students to demonstrate their understanding of a subject by
applying their knowledge and skills to real-world situations. PBQs can take
various forms, such as case studies, simulations, and problem-solving
exercises. They are designed to assess higher-order thinking skills, such
as critical thinking, problem-solving, and decision-making.
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PBQs are becoming increasingly common in educational settings, as they
provide a more authentic and meaningful way to assess student learning.
However, preparing for PBQs can be challenging, as they require students
to have a deep understanding of the subject matter and be able to apply
their knowledge in new and unfamiliar situations.

Types of PBQs
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There are many different types of PBQs, but some of the most common
include:

Case Studies: Case studies present students with a real-world
scenario and ask them to analyze the situation and develop a solution.
Case studies can be used to assess a variety of skills, such as critical
thinking, problem-solving, decision-making, and communication.

Simulations: Simulations allow students to experience a real-world
situation in a controlled environment. Simulations can be used to
assess a variety of skills, such as problem-solving, decision-making,
and teamwork.

Problem-Solving Exercises: Problem-solving exercises present
students with a problem and ask them to develop a solution. Problem-
solving exercises can be used to assess a variety of skills, such as
critical thinking, problem-solving, and creativity.

How to Prepare for PBQs

Preparing for PBQs can be challenging, but there are a few things you can
do to improve your chances of success:

Understand the Assessment Criteria: The first step is to understand
the assessment criteria for the PBQ. This will help you to focus your
preparation and ensure that you are addressing all of the required
elements.

Review the Course Material: Make sure that you have a thorough
understanding of the course material. This will provide you with the
foundation you need to apply your knowledge to real-world situations.



Practice, Practice, Practice: The best way to prepare for PBQs is to
practice as much as possible. Try to find practice questions that are
similar to the ones you will be expected to answer on the exam.

Get Feedback from Others: Once you have practiced answering
some PBQs, get feedback from others. This can help you to identify
areas where you need to improve.

Tips for Answering PBQs

When answering PBQs, there are a few things you should keep in mind:

Read the Question Carefully: Make sure that you understand the
question before you start answering it. Identify the key words and
phrases that will help you to focus your response.

Organize Your Answer: Your answer should be well-organized and
easy to follow. Use headings, subheadings, and paragraphs to
structure your response.

Support Your Answer with Evidence: When making a claim, be sure
to support it with evidence from the course material, your own
experiences, or other relevant sources.

Be Concise: Your answer should be concise and to the point. Avoid
unnecessary details and repetitions.

Proofread Your Answer: Before submitting your answer, proofread it
carefully for any errors in grammar, spelling, or punctuation.

PBQs can be challenging, but they are also a valuable way to assess
student learning. By understanding the different types of PBQs, preparing



adequately, and following the tips above, you can improve your chances of
success on this type of assessment.

Here are some additional resources that you may find helpful:

Performance-Based Assessment for Deeper Learning

Performance-Based Learning and Assessments: What They Are and
How to Use Them

10 Guidelines for Using Performance-Based Assessment
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