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Explore the Baltic Capitals with Rick Steves

Discover the captivating Baltic capitals of St. Petersburg, Helsinki, and
Tallinn with renowned travel expert Rick Steves in this comprehensive
Snapshot guide. Experience the rich history, stunning architecture, and
vibrant culture of these dynamic cities, all in a concise and convenient
format.

St. Petersburg: The Window to the West

Alt Attribute: St. Petersburg's iconic St. Isaac's Cathedral illuminated
at night

Dive into Imperial Splendor: Explore the opulent Winter Palace, the
former residence of the Russian tsars, and marvel at its exquisite art
collection and grand halls.

Gaze at Architectural Masterpieces: Admire the Church of the Savior
on Spilled Blood, a dazzling example of Russian Orthodox
architecture, and stroll through the majestic Peterhof Gardens, known
for their cascading fountains.

Discover the City's Past and Present: Visit the Hermitage Museum,
a world-renowned art gallery, and delve into the gripping history of St.
Petersburg at the Peter and Paul Fortress.

Take a Romantic Boat Ride: Cruise along the Neva River and
witness the city's stunning bridges and canals, offering a picturesque



perspective.

Helsinki: A Nordic Haven of Culture

Alt Attribute: A vibrant outdoor market in Helsinki's Esplanade Park

Embrace Nordic Design: Immerse yourself in the sleek and functional
architecture of Helsinki, exemplified by the Finlandia Hall and the
Museum of Contemporary Art Kiasma.

Explore the City's Islands: Hop on a ferry to Suomenlinna, a
UNESCO World Heritage Site, and explore its historic fortifications and
tunnels.

Discover Finnish Heritage: Visit the National Museum of Finland to
learn about the country's fascinating history and culture, and unwind in
the serene atmosphere of the Sibelius Monument.

Indulge in Nordic Delights: Savor the flavors of traditional Finnish
cuisine, including reindeer meat, gravlax, and lingonberries.

Tallinn: A Medieval Time Capsule

Alt Attribute: A panoramic view of Tallinn's Old Town, with its red-
roofed buildings and medieval towers

Stroll Through History: Step back in time as you wander through
Tallinn's Old Town, a UNESCO World Heritage Site, and admire its
perfectly preserved medieval buildings.

Marvel at Gothic Spires: Gaze up at the towering spires of St. Olaf's
Church, the highest building in medieval Tallinn, and explore the
atmospheric Tallinn Cathedral.



Unlock Ancient Secrets: Visit the Tallinn City Museum to uncover the
city's rich history, and step into the Tallinn Town Hall Pharmacy, one of
Europe's oldest operating pharmacies.

Enjoy Panoramic Views: Ascend to the top of the Patkuli viewing
platform for breathtaking views of Tallinn's skyline and the surrounding
countryside.

Essential Tips for Planning Your Trip

Best Time to Visit: Experience the mild spring or summer months for
optimal weather.

Getting There: Fly into Pulkovo Airport (LED) for St. Petersburg,
Helsinki-Vantaa Airport (HEL) for Helsinki, and Lennart Meri Tallinn
Airport (TLL) for Tallinn.

Transportation: Explore the cities by foot, public transportation, or
guided tours.

Accommodations: Find a wide range of hotels, hostels, and
apartments to suit all budgets.

Language: Russian is the official language of St. Petersburg, while
Finnish and Swedish are spoken in Helsinki. Estonian is the official
language of Tallinn. English is widely understood in all three cities.

Currency: Use the Russian ruble (RUB) in St. Petersburg, the euro
(EUR) in Helsinki, and the euro (EUR) in Tallinn.

Additional Resources for Planning

Rick Steves' Baltic Capitals Snapshot

St. Petersburg Official Tourism Website

https://www.ricksteves.com/europe/baltic-capitals-snapshot
https://www.visit-petersburg.ru/en/


Helsinki Official Tourism Website

Tallinn Official Tourism Website

****

Rick Steves Snapshot: St. Petersburg, Helsinki, Tallinn offers a concise and
engaging guide to explore these Baltic capitals. From the opulent palaces
of St. Petersburg to the sleek design of Helsinki and the medieval charm of
Tallinn, this guide provides all the essential information and inspiration you
need for an unforgettable journey through these vibrant and captivating
cities.
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