Road Sense for Motorcyclists: A
Comprehensive Guide to Staying Safe on Two
Wheels by Rets Griffith

Riding a motorcycle can be an exhilarating and liberating experience.
However, it is important to remember that motorcycles are also inherently
dangerous. According to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration
(NHTSA),motorcyclists are 28 times more likely to be killed in a crash than

car drivers.

There are a number of factors that contribute to the high rate of motorcycle
accidents, including:

= Lack of visibility: Motorcycles are much smaller than cars, making
them more difficult for other drivers to see.

= Reduced stability: Motorcycles have a narrower wheelbase than
cars, making them more prone to tipping over.

= Lack of protection: Motorcyclists are not protected by a metal frame

or airbags in the event of a crash.

However, there are a number of things that motorcyclists can do to reduce
their risk of being involved in an accident. One of the most important things
is to develop good road sense.
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Road sense is the ability to anticipate and react to potential hazards on the
road. It is a combination of experience, knowledge, and intuition.

Good road sense allows motorcyclists to:

= See hazards early: Motorcyclists with good road sense are able to
spot potential hazards long before they become a problem. This gives
them time to take evasive action.

= Anticipate the actions of other drivers: Good road sense allows
motorcyclists to predict what other drivers are going to do. This helps
them to avoid being caught off guard by sudden lane changes or other
unexpected maneuvers.

= React quickly to changing conditions: Good road sense allows
motorcyclists to react quickly to changing conditions, such as slippery
roads or sudden gusts of wind.

There are a number of things that motorcyclists can do to develop good
road sense, including:
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= Take a motorcycle safety course: Motorcycle safety courses teach
riders the basics of motorcycle operation, including how to anticipate
and react to hazards.

= Read books and articles about motorcycle safety: There are a
number of excellent books and articles available that can help
motorcyclists learn about road sense.

= Practice riding in different conditions: The best way to develop
road sense is to practice riding in different conditions, such as on
highways, in city traffic, and at night.

Developing good road sense is essential for staying safe on a motorcycle.
By following the tips in this article, motorcyclists can reduce their risk of
being involved in an accident.

In addition to developing good road sense, there are a number of other
things that motorcyclists can do to stay safe on the road, including:

=  Wear a helmet: Helmets are the single most effective way to prevent
head injuries in a motorcycle crash.

=  Wear protective clothing: Protective clothing, such as leather jackets
and boots, can help to protect motorcyclists from road rash and other
injuries.

= Be aware of your surroundings: Motorcyclists should always be

aware of their surroundings and be prepared to react to potential
hazards.

= Ride defensively: Motorcyclists should always ride defensively and
assume that other drivers do not see them.



= Avoid riding under the influence of alcohol or drugs: Alcohol and
drugs impair judgment and coordination, which can increase the risk of
a crash.

By following these tips, motorcyclists can help to reduce their risk of being
involved in an accident and enjoy a safe and enjoyable riding experience.
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