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Susan Meissner's Fall of Marigolds is a captivating and evocative historical
novel that explores themes of love, loss, and resilience. Set in the
aftermath of the Great Fire of Chicago, the novel follows the story of Clara
and Alice, two women who find themselves navigating the challenges of life
and love in a rapidly changing city. With its rich characters, captivating plot,
and vivid historical backdrop, Fall of Marigolds is a truly immersive and
unforgettable read.
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The Story

The novel opens in the aftermath of the Great Fire of Chicago, which
destroyed much of the city in 1871. Clara, a young woman from a wealthy
family, has lost her home and her family in the fire. Alice, a working-class
woman, has lost her job and her home. The two women meet in a refugee
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camp and form an unlikely bond. Together, they must find a way to rebuild
their lives in a city that is still reeling from the disaster.

Clara and Alice are both strong and resilient women, but they face different
challenges. Clara must come to terms with the loss of her family and her
former life. Alice must find a way to support herself and her family in a city
that is struggling to recover. Despite their differences, the two women find
strength in each other. They help each other to heal and to move on with
their lives.

As the city of Chicago rebuilds, Clara and Alice find new opportunities.
Clara becomes a nurse, and Alice becomes a teacher. They both find love
and happiness, but they never forget the challenges they faced in the
aftermath of the fire. Fall of Marigolds is a story of hope and resilience, and
it is a reminder that even in the darkest of times, there is always hope for a
better future.

The Characters

Clara and Alice are the two central characters in Fall of Marigolds. Clara is
a complex and well-developed character. She is strong and independent,
but she is also vulnerable and insecure. She must overcome many
challenges in her life, but she never gives up. Alice is a kind and
compassionate woman. She is a hard worker, and she is always willing to
help others. She is a true friend to Clara, and she is always there for her.

In addition to Clara and Alice, Fall of Marigolds features a cast of well-
developed and memorable characters. There is Samuel, a young doctor
who falls in love with Clara. There is Mrs. O'Connor, an elderly woman who
becomes a surrogate mother to Clara and Alice. And there is Father



Michael, a compassionate priest who helps the refugees in the aftermath of
the fire.

The Historical Context

Fall of Marigolds is set against the backdrop of the Great Fire of Chicago.
The fire was one of the most devastating events in American history. It
destroyed much of the city and left thousands of people homeless. The
novel does an excellent job of capturing the chaos and devastation of the
fire. It also shows how the people of Chicago came together to rebuild their
city.

The Great Fire of Chicago was a turning point in American history. It
marked the end of the old city and the beginning of a new era. Fall of
Marigolds is a reminder of the resilience of the American people. It is a
story that shows how even in the darkest of times, there is always hope for
a better future.

Themes

Fall of Marigolds explores a number of important themes, including love,
loss, resilience, and hope. The novel shows how love can help people to
overcome even the most difficult challenges. It also shows how loss can
lead to growth and strength. The novel also explores the theme of
resilience. The people of Chicago were devastated by the Great Fire, but
they came together to rebuild their city. Fall of Marigolds is a reminder of
the human spirit's ability to overcome adversity.

Fall of Marigolds is a powerful and moving historical novel that explores
themes of love, loss, resilience, and hope. With its rich characters,
captivating plot, and vivid historical backdrop, Fall of Marigolds is a truly



immersive and unforgettable read. I highly recommend this novel to anyone
who enjoys historical fiction, or who is interested in the history of Chicago.
About the Author

Susan Meissner is the bestselling author of historical novels such as The
Shape of Mercy and A Fall of Marigolds. Her books have been translated
into more than twenty languages. She lives in St. Louis, Missouri.
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