
The Definitive Guide To Writing Your Personal
Statement For Law School
The personal statement is one of the most important parts of your law
school application. It's your chance to show the admissions committee who
you are, what you're passionate about, and why you want to be a lawyer. A
well-written personal statement can help you stand out from the
competition and increase your chances of getting into your dream school.
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But writing a personal statement can be a daunting task. How do you start?
What should you write about? How do you make sure it's well-written and
error-free?

This guide will walk you through the entire process of writing a standout
personal statement for law school, from brainstorming to editing. We'll
cover everything you need to know, including:
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What to write about

How to structure your statement

Tips for writing a strong essay

Common mistakes to avoid
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What to Write About

The first step in writing your personal statement is to decide what you want
to write about. There are many different topics you can choose from,
including:

Your academic journey

Your extracurricular activities

Your work experience

Your personal experiences

Your motivations for wanting to become a lawyer

When choosing a topic, it's important to select something that you're
passionate about and that you can write about in a clear and engaging way.
You should also choose a topic that will showcase your strengths and make
you stand out from other applicants.

How to Structure Your Statement

Once you've chosen a topic, you need to start thinking about how you're
going to structure your statement. A well-structured statement will be easy



to read and understand, and it will flow smoothly from one paragraph to the
next.

There are many different ways to structure a personal statement, but a
common structure includes:

1. : In your , you should introduce yourself and state your purpose for
writing. You should also briefly mention your qualifications and why
you're interested in law school.

2. Body: In the body of your statement, you should develop your topic in
more detail. You can use this section to discuss your experiences,
motivations, and goals. You should also use this section to showcase
your strengths and make yourself stand out from other applicants.

3. : In your , you should summarize your main points and restate your
purpose for writing. You should also end on a strong note, such as by
expressing your enthusiasm for law school or your commitment to
making a difference in the world.

Tips for Writing a Strong Essay

Here are a few tips for writing a strong personal statement:

Be yourself: The most important thing is to be yourself and write in
your own voice. Don't try to be someone you're not, because the
admissions committee will be able to tell.

Tell a story: Personal statements are all about telling a story. Use your
essay to share your experiences, motivations, and goals. Don't just list
your accomplishments; instead, use them to tell a story about who you
are and what you're passionate about.



Show, don't tell: Don't just tell the admissions committee about your
accomplishments; show them. Use specific examples and details to
bring your story to life.

Be concise: Personal statements are limited to 2,000 words, so it's
important to be concise. Get to the point quickly and avoid
unnecessary details.

Proofread carefully: Before you submit your personal statement,
proofread it carefully for any errors in grammar, spelling, or
punctuation.

Common Mistakes to Avoid

Here are a few common mistakes to avoid when writing your personal
statement:

Don't repeat your resume: Your personal statement should not be a
rehash of your resume. Instead, use it to share information that is not
included in your resume, such as your motivations, goals, and
experiences.

Don't be vague: Be specific and concrete when writing your personal
statement. Avoid using general statements or clichés.

Don't be negative: Your personal statement should be positive and
upbeat. Avoid complaining or dwelling on negative experiences.

Don't be boring: Make sure your personal statement is engaging and
interesting to read. Avoid using dull or repetitive language.

Don't make it all about you: While your personal statement should
be about you, it's also important to show the admissions committee



that you're interested in the world around you. Discuss your interests
and goals, and how you plan to use your law degree to make a
difference.

How to Edit and Proofread Your Statement

Once you've finished writing your personal statement, it's important to edit
and proofread it carefully. Here are a few tips:

Take a break: After you've finished writing, take a break for a few
hours or even a few days. This will give you some distance from your
work and allow you to come back to it with fresh eyes.

Read it aloud: Reading your personal statement aloud will help you
catch any errors in grammar, spelling, or punctuation. It will also help
you identify any awkward or confusing sentences.

Ask for feedback: Ask a friend, family member, or teacher to read
your personal statement and give you feedback. They can help you
identify any areas that need improvement.

Writing a personal statement for law school can be a challenging but
rewarding experience. By following the tips in this guide, you can write a
standout statement that will increase your chances of getting into your
dream school.

Remember, the most important thing is to be yourself and write in your own
voice. The admissions committee wants to get to know the real you, so
don't be afraid to share your story.
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* **Alt text for image 1:** A photo of a young woman sitting at a desk,
writing in a notebook. * **Alt text for image 2:** A photo of a group of law
students sitting in a classroom, listening to a lecture. * **Alt text for image
3:** A photo of a law school graduation ceremony.
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