
Trekking Peru Hiking Guide To Independent
Travel

Peru is a hiker's paradise, with a vast network of trails winding through its
stunning Andes Mountains. From the iconic Inca Trail to the challenging
Salkantay Trek and the remote Ausangate Circuit, there's a trail to suit
every level of hiker.
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While many hikers choose to book guided tours, it is also possible to trek
Peru independently. This can be a great way to save money and have a
more flexible experience. However, it's important to be well-prepared
before embarking on an independent trek.

This guide will provide you with everything you need to know about
independent trekking in Peru, including:

Popular trekking trails in Peru

Tips for planning and packing for your trek
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Safety considerations

Detailed descriptions of the Inca Trail, Salkantay Trek, and Ausangate
Circuit

Popular Trekking Trails in Peru

There are many great trekking trails in Peru, but some of the most popular
include:

Inca Trail: The Inca Trail is the most famous trek in Peru, ending with
at the iconic Machu Picchu. It's a challenging trek, but it's also one of
the most rewarding.

Salkantay Trek: The Salkantay Trek is a great alternative to the Inca
Trail. It's less crowded and just as beautiful, and it also offers stunning
views of the Salkantay Mountain.

Ausangate Circuit: The Ausangate Circuit is a challenging trek, but
it's one of the most rewarding. It takes you around the Ausangate
Mountain, and it offers stunning views of the Andes Mountains.

Tips for Planning and Packing for Your Trek

Here are some tips for planning and packing for your independent trek in
Peru:

Book your permits in advance: Permits are required for all treks in
Peru, and they can sell out quickly. Be sure to book your permits well
in advance, especially if you're planning to trek during the peak season
(June-August).



Train for your trek: Trekking in Peru can be challenging, especially at
high altitudes. Be sure to train for your trek well in advance, and start
gradually increasing your altitude exposure.

Pack light: It's important to pack light for your trek. You'll be carrying
your pack on your back for several days, so you don't want to weigh
yourself down with unnecessary gear.

Be prepared for all types of weather: The weather in the Andes
Mountains can be unpredictable, so be sure to pack for all types of
weather. This includes layers of clothing, rain gear, and sunscreen.

Bring plenty of water: It's important to stay hydrated while trekking in
Peru. Be sure to bring plenty of water with you, and consider treating
the water with iodine or chlorine tablets.

Safety Considerations

Here are some safety considerations for trekking in Peru:

Be aware of altitude sickness: Altitude sickness can be a serious
problem while trekking in Peru. The symptoms of altitude sickness
include headache, nausea, vomiting, and shortness of breath. If you
experience any of these symptoms, it's important to descend to a
lower altitude immediately.

Be aware of the weather: The weather in the Andes Mountains can
be unpredictable, so it's important to be prepared for all types of
weather. This includes rain, snow, and high winds.

Be aware of animals: There are many animals in the Andes
Mountains, including bears, cougars, and snakes. Be sure to take



precautions to avoid encounters with animals, such as making noise
while hiking and storing your food properly.

Be respectful of local customs: Peru is a culturally rich country, and
it's important to be respectful of local customs. This includes asking
permission before taking photographs of people and avoiding loud
noises.

Detailed Descriptions of the Inca Trail, Salkantay Trek, and Ausangate
Circuit

Here are detailed descriptions of the Inca Trail, Salkantay Trek, and
Ausangate Circuit:

Inca Trail

The Inca Trail is the most popular trek in Peru, and for good reason. It's a
challenging trek, but it's also one of the most rewarding. The trail takes you
through the beautiful Andes Mountains, and it ends at the iconic Machu
Picchu.

The Inca Trail is a 4-day trek, and it covers a distance of about 43
kilometers. The trail is well-maintained, and there are plenty of places to
camp along the way. However, it's important to book your permits well in
advance, especially if you're planning to trek during the peak season (June-
August).

Salkantay Trek

The Salkantay Trek is a great alternative to the Inca Trail. It's less crowded
and just as beautiful, and it also offers stunning views of the Salkantay
Mountain.



The Salkantay Trek is a 5-day trek, and it covers a distance of about 52
kilometers. The trail is moderately challenging, and there are some steep
sections. However, the scenery is worth the effort, and you'll be rewarded
with stunning views of the Andes Mountains.

Ausangate Circuit

The Ausangate Circuit is a challenging trek, but it's one of the most
rewarding. It takes you around the Ausangate Mountain, and it offers
stunning views of the Andes Mountains.

The Ausangate Circuit is a 7-day trek, and it covers a distance of about 100
kilometers. The trail is challenging, and there are some high passes.
However, the scenery is worth the effort, and you'll be rewarded with some
of the most stunning views in Peru.

Trekking Peru is an unforgettable experience, and it's something that every
hiker should do at least once in their life. With its stunning scenery,
challenging trails, and rich culture, Peru has something to offer every hiker.

Whether you choose to trek the Inca Trail, Salkantay Trek, or Ausangate
Circuit, you're sure to have an amazing experience. Just be sure to plan
and prepare well, and be respectful of local customs.
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